San _José Fire Department
Office of the Fire Marshal

Rules and Laws Regarding Fireworks

| am writing to you today in recognition of the ionpance of the upcoming holiday. The City of
San Jose recognizes that celebrating this timeaf lyas traditionally involved setting off
fireworks. We do not want to detract in anyway frtirase celebrations, but we do want to
request your cooperation in keeping the holidag.sa&$ your Fire Marshal, | am writing this
letter to help clarify the laws that prohibit theeuof fireworks at all times.

The State of California has outlawed most firewoilkse California Fire Codes states:

“The manufacturing, possession, storage, saleanddiandling of fireworks is prohibited.”
(CFC 7802.3)

State law allows for exceptions when the Fire CHegkrmines that it is okay to issue a permit.
However, the City of San Jose has outlawed ALLwioeks. The City Municipal Code states:

“Except where otherwise expressly provided in thiode, it shall be unlawful
for any person to possess, store, offer for salexpose for sale, sell at retall,

or use or explode any fireworks.”
(SIMC 17.12.730)

The only acceptable use of fireworks is for a “ggobinic display,” operated by a Licensed
Pyrotechnician, which requires a City Permit. Tive Prevention Bureau issues permits for
pyrotechnic displays, but only for fully professaisplays under very strict safety regulations.

Other than that specific exception, ANY individuaio possesses, stores, sells, or uses ANY
fireworks is in violation of the law and subjectaoest. VIOLATION OF THESE LAWS CAN
RESULT IN A FINE OF UP TO $1,000, AND POSSIBLY TIME JAIL.

These rules have been written in the interest bfipsafety. Fireworks cause hundreds of severe
injuries in the United States every year, and c#éusesands of fires in California every year.

The San Jose Fire Department, in coordination thighSan Jose Police Department, respectfully
request your cooperation in obeying the laws reggrfireworks, and helping us keep our
community safe.

Ruben Torres, Deputy Fire Chief
Fire Marshal, City of San Jose
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